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Map of Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and the southern tip of India, including the state of Madras. This image was taken from F.C. Penfield's
East of Suez, originally used with permission of the publishers, Century Co. Colonized by numerous peoples, the island has had
several different names over the centuries. Persian traders called the island Serendip, and the Greeks called the island Sielan Diva,
which the British then shortened to Ceylon. Ceylon gained its independence from the United Kingdom in 1948, but remained a
dominion with a governor general serving as the Queen’s representative. In 1972, the island became a completely independent
republic and changed its name to Sri Lanka, n.d.
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