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"|'m particularly interested
in human service issues, such as
, L
Child Lare, Lourt reporm, aging,
problems of working women and sin-
gle parenthood."

Joan B. Hague, Republican-
Conservative, was born in Glens
Falls. She attended the public
schools of Glens Falls, was gra-
duated from Tusculum College and
did graduate work at Fairleigh
Dickinson University.

A-.[Lj% s :

WrEY:Hague served as Warren
County Commissioner of Jurors from
1971-1978.

Assemblywoman Hague is active
in many community and civic or-
ganizations such as the Glens
Falls Club of College Women,
Queensbury Boosters Club, Vice
President of New York State Asso-
ciation of Commissioner of Jurors,
Glens Falls Hospital Guild, Lake
George Association, Warren County
Social Services Advisory Council

and the Attorney General's Commi t-

1':\
tee on Consumer Afﬂdqrs.

The Assemblywoman has long

sw York State Re-




publican activities. She is pre=
ntly the Warren County Republi-

n Vice Chairman; served as a de-

legate to the Republican National

Conventior S ¢ Confer-
ence

tion of Womens' Republican
Conference.

In 1974 Assemblywoman Hague

was selected to receive the Re-

ey
publican State Chairman's Award as

the ten outstanding

publican women in New York State.
!

/

Hi:&/( Hague is married to Rog-
\\
er S. Hague, and they reside in
Rolling Ridge, Glens Falls wi th
their three children.

Commi ttee assignments:

Judiciary, Environmental Conser-

vation and Tourism.
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THE WOMEN'S DIVISION CALLS FOR
CLOSER LOOK AT PROPOSED COMMUNI-

CATIONS LEGISLATION

On June 16th the Women's Di-
vision of the Governor's 0ffice of

the State of New York entered

testimony at a public hearing held

by the New York Citizens Committee
for Responsible Media calling for
a closer look at the proposed Con-
qgressional rewriting of the Fe-
deral Communications Act of 1934,

The Division's testimony made
the following points:
1. Under the present statute, the
FCC has adopted rules prohibiting
discrimination in employment and
requiring affirmative action pro-
grams. H.R. 3333 appears to re-
move EEOQ enforcement for radio im-
mediately and for telev}sion after
ten years.

Under the present statute li-
censes are issued for three-year

terms. H.R. 3333 would license




radio and alternately television
for an indefinite period of time,
thereby removing from the station
any pressure or incentive to
'"clean up its act' in order to win
renewal .

Under the present statute com-
parative hearings are required to
determine which applicant would
better serve the public interest.
H.R. 3333 would provide a random
selection from among all qualified
applicants with minority appli-
cants having two applicants in the
random selection process. The
process is doubtful constitution-
ally and the random process in it-
self would not seem to serve best
the public interest.

L Under the present statute the
Fairness Doctrine requires cover-
age of controversial issues of

public importance and reasonable

opportunity for presenting oppos-

ing issues.  H.R: 3333 would re-

peal the Doctrine immediately for

radio and in ten years for tele-
vision, cutting off an important

arena of public debate of sensi-




tive issues.

We recognize the long overdue
need for reconsideration and revi-
sion of the Communicatic
However, the Women's Division
holds that such Legislation should
reflect not only consideration of
changing technology but the ef-

ts on public interest and in
particular effects on newly-won
gains by women and minorities.

Until such time as a way is
found to insure accountability to
the public interest and a
the Communications Media for

I

interest groups, the Women's Divi-

sion must join in support of

norities, consumers and profess-

ional groups opposing passage of

H.R. 3333 as it stands.
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CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM INCREASES ITS EFFECTIVENESS

She had been divorced for two years. During that time she

received irregular child support payments for her three children.

Then the payments stopped completely and she couldn't find her
ex-husband.

After struggling for several months trying to make ends meet,
she sought aid from the Depatment of Social Services (DSS) under
the Aid to Families with Dependent Children (ADC) program.

The Department granted her aid, but with her consent went one
step further. DSS began procedures to locate the children's father
in order to arrange for him to support them under the Child
Support Enforcement Program which went into affect in August 1975

as part of Title 4, Section D of the Social Security Act.




NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF CHILD SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT
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CHIHP~SUPPORTENPOREEMENF-PROGRAM

Title IV-D ef—the—Seeial-Seecurity-Aek requires states to develop

independent units responsible for carrying out the Child Support Inforcement

Program. In New York State, ae—im-most—ether—Statess” this unit, the Office
of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE), is located in the Department of Social

Services (DSS). The mandate of the Child Support Enforcement program
hexcattor-referred toras iv=p) 1is the location of absent parents and the
o

\
-t \

collection of support payments from such parents. wHTTe=any citizéh;hag

//'\ "‘,,r‘,,',‘.'v’,',’

access to the proqram s child support enforcement services, [Ehe primary
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focus is|em Aid to Families with Dependent Children (ADC). GFrﬂa—eondition
/ /
ofmediagipidtty for ADC, these recipients must assign their support rlth‘ to
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the State ano JOC331 Services Department and cooperate in Lho orforf to Ob—
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qﬁ;ggima:y;pgxgggg;df“the«iVﬁD program—irs—to-reduse=the COst oL —APC.

/fchild support collections obtained through the #&=D program benefit Federal,

State and local governments hy reimbursing €he costs of ADC payments. Local
governments benefit additionally by retaining from the Federal share of reim-
bursement, 15 percent of each collection. Although the location process is
usually in direct control of the ¥=B agency, the support process ig pote In
New York State, a legally enforceable support obligation is established by
Order of Court. Thus,—~the—teasimum-—anowrt of-chitd-support which can be.col-
lected—is-based on-the amount-of-the—ehild support~order-issued by Family

Court~and the amount of arrears (ontlnued by thecourt. £
D TN 1975 She Stats Colleited wéarty Svim




Federal law requires that all ADC cases in which eligibility is based

on the absence of a parent from the home assign support rights and be re-
\LTZ WCome [ain/+Eepanes 1 2hile Support ¢ N Force méy
ferred from the local &¥¥&F agency to the local 72D agency. New York State
/ il
4 { /
has 58 districts that locally administé¥ their «eR prograng, Assigned sup-
/

port rights must be enforced in a Family Court proceeding (pursuant-—to—Family

Conrt—Rrts=RFErere—4y in which a fair and reasonable amount of child support
o+

JVOw ; fe 4
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is fixed by the court.

~

Vhere the location of the absent parent is not known, the local Er=p

unit must pursue local sources as to the parents' whereabouts. A referral
PorenNt Loass serviee (PLSD
is also made to the B#® fo obtain state level location information. PLS may,
/ \ /N Formadsos
in turn, solicit the Federal PLS for federal level location daga.

- {
/

|

When the location of the absent parent is known or determined, the
AROEHN Y
local E:!2$vnit attempts to obtain an acknowledgement of paternity, where

appropriate, and a voluntary agreerent for support. The amount of the sup-
port obligation is calculated by use of a support formula developed by DSS,,T;"//1
wirreh-contonplates~among=otict factors sn-accordance with New York-Steate

Jaws, the absent parent's ability to support and the needs of the deserted
family. Financial information regarding an absent parent may be obtained
through several sources, including the New York State Wage Reporting System
and the Internal Revenue Service. Data obtained from IRS may not be brought

into court. The district must obtain outside verification of data obtained

by IRS.

Whether or not the absent parent has entered into a support agreement
DSS will petition the court for an amount of support within the formula range.
It is the Family Court Judge who makes the decision as to the amount of sup-

port which will be legally owed i.e. the support obligation.,.g; ;




Effective January 1, 1979, virtually all support orders are supposed
to provide for an automatic income deduction upon the failure of the respondent
to make a specified number of child support payments as set forth in the order.
ent~tool-1s~EXpectad to be valuableé™im“ensuring-the..ongoing

eodlection-of~CITTId support.

Once a child support order is obtained, monies are collected by the local
Support Collection Unit (SCU). The SCU is a unit within the local Department
of Social Services responsible for collection and monitoring child support
payments for all orders made payable "through the SCU" by the court. This
includes welfare and non-welfare cases. The 6CU sends delinquency notices
when support payments are missed and identifies when the specified number

of payments are missed, as set out in the support order.

{
-y { 1

The local S8 unit is required to distribute child support collections

4

(4
in accordance with federal mandate, and report the amount of collection in a
v % Wi ) Pyt f\i":' AVl . § S
particular case to the #¥¥ unit. That unit mwset then determine/if such pay-

ment/makeg the family ineligible for continued public assistance.
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The @) unit is also responsible for enforcing support orders. 1In
/\

addition to income deduction orders, the CSEU utilizes liens, judgements

and other innovative and traditional remedies. A new method of enforcement

LU;\
made available by Q&b&é»}Vrﬁ Jegislation is the collection of child support
lj !

arrearages through the Internal Revenue Service. —New-York State is a pioneer

in using the IRS for a major collection effort.




CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES ~ NON ADC

Financial support is a child's right-and a parent's responsibility. 3ut
some parents try to avoid this responsibility and their children are forced to
rely on public assistance or the kindness of friends and relatives for the

necessities of life.

To reduce the impact of a missing parent on a family with dependent children,
local social services departments, the New York State Department of Social

Services and the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare have developed

}

| 2 ’ §
a program of Child Support Services under Title™®-D of the federal Social

V 4

Security Act.

This program is designed to help families find missing parents and obtain
child support. It also can be used to locate the father of a child born out-
of-wedlock, establish paternity and obtain support for the child. The support
which may be obtained under the program can help a family to remain financially

independent or reduce their dependence on public assistance.

CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES :

Chitd—SUppoTt—Services—inetuder"

The Parent Locator Service: This is an investigation and search of state

and, if necessary, federal agency files, including those of the Internal
Revenue Service, Social Security Administration and Department of Defense.
A thorough search for a missing parent may take as long as six to eight
months. When the search is completed, a report of the results-positive or
negative-is sent to the client. A field investigation can be conducted if

necessary. r-(, i




sstablishment of Support Obligation _and Paternity: Once the individual is

located, the local social services department may help the client prepare
and file appropriate support petitions or a paternity petition. Legal
representation can be provided if necessary and requested. These actions

can even be taken against parents living outside of New York State.

Collections and Enforcement: The client may request that the local social

services department serve as collector of child support payments through the
support collection unit. The department will monitor payments and, upon
request, enforce any court-ordered support. Legal representation can be

provided if necessary and requested.

These services and any information obtained through them cannot be used to
collect bills, prosecute law suits, pursue alimony or for any effort not directly

related to child support.

Child Support Services are available to:
A parent of a dependent child, including step and adoptive parents

A legal guardian of a dependent child

A relative with custody of a dependent child

A legal representative with power of attorney or written authorization from
one of the above

A private oxr public agency or institution responsible for the child

An emancipated minor

A non-legally responsible relative who applies for the service on behalf of

a child in his or her custody who has been deserted or abandoned, when a

person legally responsible for that child has not yet been named or found.




HOW—-PO—APPLY

)V FormA~+i be By ; s a

y Y ) D om
Obtadin—an. application.formn. from-the«local..social services depaxtment and

!

fiddeowttHEe " top part. Do not sign 1€ ThHe application must=be=signeds—in

Dpersenwit the social services office.

Go to the local social services department with:
Proof of identity, such as a driver's license
Anys information which would be useful in locating a missing parent and
obtaining child support, including the person's full name, gate of birth,
social security number, occupation, etc.

-

Documents from previous efforts to obtain child suppdrt such as support
petitions and court orders and other information/relating to the situation
Photocopies of documants concerning the relatdionship of the applicant to
the child or children im\need of support,/such as birth certificates,
income tax forms, religious“records whilch show identity and/or relation-

ship, school records, copies of\ any/court order or agreement listing the

children or any other documents/vhich may identify the children

All photocopies should be made before application since the local social
services department may wish ¥o keep any or all dgcuments submitted. Infor-

mation given by the applicént is confidential and cahl only be used in providing

the services requestedy

An applicatidn cannot be processed until the applicant ‘signs a statement
that the requeét is being made for purposes directly related to’child support
and that a)l information is true and accurate. This statement is a\part of the

application form and must be signed in the presence of a social services staff

member.




The applicant/must furnish proof of his or her ideuntity and be prepared

to demonstrate eligibility for the service.

Child support services are free unless the individual specifically requests
a field investigation or legal services. These special services are provided
only if necessary and their costs will be collected from forthcoming support
payments. To obtain these services, the applicant must sign a "Right to
Recovery" agreement which allows the social services department to make these
collections. Refusal to sign will make the applicant ineligible for these

two services.

THE BENEFITS
Child Support Services are for both parent and child. For the parent,
these services can mean greater financial independence or a reduced need for

public assistance. For the child, they can mean economic security.

There is an added benefit for children born out-of-wedlock. By acknowledg-
ing paternity, the father also recognizes the child's right to inherit from him

or to claim the benefits of his social security, health or life insurance.
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