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How impor#hnt is Eleanor j’boeeveltﬂ

How imfortant was Va}/f;ll to her'7

T"le e are the bas}é ouestlons »fﬁqat need t*o be answered.

ime problem

Pp€ssions by childhood‘recollecﬁions and later

0o Davd
M}Ls;s%er—and»—}?rew “up, hexes, F:/de Park--the "Big Housej,')\”\ as
& ] A i
we called it, LSMnslon n<;w run-by-the.Park-Serviee,
The FDR/ER library didn't exist—then, “atthoughwin the {ast™ summer
I spent éééé\ iga’?iaet 52;$ﬂof‘thgﬁ&1brary ‘had’ boe% complefed As
a small child, my room was the nursery on the third f‘loor—-,aci'..n;)enmtem
thepusIie ~1ater I moved to the second floor into the small room labeled

FDR's boyhood room. -VI,.Jm,s - -yEaFE o T ny Tast - sumer;—but 1t —is my early

memories thatzre the MO st ivid-—tbesme,

Crarerom 3 o/ Mty prs

Mﬂ‘? ﬂl/d%’sf 4 Ntzbc p/lﬁ&’%sum g,f
‘7‘;765 Ehee |




In the way that children instinctively understand sometimes
difficult human relationships, I knew that the "Big House'" was
Granny's house--that is my-great-grandmother Sara Delanovﬁoosevelt——
and I knew that Val K&luwas my grandmother's/house. The. triangle

relationship-which-they-had-with my grandfather-didn't-bother-me==

s e

B i s uw..\o—m g
that.'s. just-the-way it was.\-%ﬂeébiiectlon of Grannv and xraﬁamdfﬁérméwm;,//

“ Yi 2 ! \‘]l‘?" x_ii "ai 3 /‘
gﬁ’In the morning, when we got up and had nad our breskfast. we always

went running down the long corridor t6“Granny's room to say good
morning, go over the day's routine (which never varied from one dsay

to.the next), then outside to go horseback rluln”. Back .for lunch

(VOS7Te

and then a nap. In the afternoon, we eeme to Val-Kpﬂ. My sister

and I played, went in the pool. TIf Granny had guests to tea, we bhem
il
had to 8o back@ get dressed up, and put in an appearance there.

B

Otherw1se;‘mv grandmother qulte often gave us iced tea, sitting in
the sun around the pool. Probably not many children led as secluded,
sheltered and yet totally carred for life as I did when I was at Hyde

Park. But there was no doubt about it, the Big House, Hyde Park, was
o ,‘ !
Granny's; Val Kyl cottage was ny grandmother 8 Val Kyl was; e place.
\«f L0« \jx"s 5; -\ J s 420 TR tf\)(. N A !
I returned as an adult to New York City in 1950, and resumed the

[
childhood custom of coming to Hyde Park for the weekends. This time,

however, it was not the Big House but Val Kyl Cottage. Every weekend
I was fascinated by the people who trooped through. From heads of
state--to foreign students--to neighbors and just old friends. Someone

¥z

from the State Department told me one day that one of the jokes in
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Frances Peérkins _ (1882-1965) |\

v

The first woman member of a presidential cabinet, she served as U.S.
Secretary of Labor throughout the administrations of F.D.R.

Earlier she had served on the New York State Industrial Commission and
wesghibépi€ommgsgignerg became Commissioner under the Governership of FDR.
Frances Perkins innovations such as xrx the introduction of unemployment
insurance and higher wages to raise the purchasing power of workers
during the 1930 depression, contributed largely to the social reform

legislation of the New Deal.

Margaret Sanger (1883-1966)

Founder and leader of the birth control movment in the United States.

She promoted the idea that birth control was a basic human right that

» - ¢
\
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should be available to all. JSengexr was oneé of 11 childrenL@worked as

obstetrical nurse in the lower east éide of Manhattan where in 1912 a

woman died in her arms of a self induced abortion. #fkex This event moved
used

her to xixxx study the current forms of birth control/in Europe. She

returned to the U.S. where in 1916 she opened the first birth control clinic

-in defiance of the law. ~She was—arrested—andjatted ami-despite-many more

" A o
) ANLA

éf;est&—ehe—pursaed—hei-oeuse. In 1917ASanger founded tke National Birth

Control League which became Planned Parenthood of America. Fhiswkedwtom
the”€stablTshment~of-the.lnternatienal..P.b..Federation. ereated-in-1952

of which-she"was the first-presidenty




Devegted- her dafe to fighting for theredugation and

of women physicians.

to medical

York's Geneva Colliege
rejected her. Afser graduating first in her class,
was barred from practicing medicine in New York
City bhospitalss: She tmen founded the New York City

Infirmary for women and children with her sister,
Y2
) . . . . o
~also a pioneering woman physician, Wislses

/

pﬁ?ﬁéﬁﬁ%ﬁ. Together for the next 30 years:. ‘thew

administered the infirmary and founded the Women's
Medical College which graduated 364 women physicians
before it merged with Cornell University Medical

College in 1898.

Ward Howe (1819 - 1910)

Author of sthe M"Battle Hyvymn of the Republic?. She was
ani
wrolmE a leader in the suffragist movementhfoundﬁig the

American Woman Suffrage Association with Lucy Stone. She

later became president. of the association and was a // ?

[
fregquent lobbyist for ‘women's r%ghts.$ i A/
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Mother Seton (1774 - 1821) Reffim—catirortre—rconvert - Founder
of the first American Sisterhoode
Elizapbpeth Anne Seton was widowed at age 29 when her
husband died while they were abroad. Upon her return

to the United States, she converted to Catholicism and




America--St. Joseph's School

zed ‘6n Septembex

New York State.

Lillie Devereux Bdake (1833 - 1913)

Author & /suffragist. President of the N.Y.S. Woman

L L
Suffrdage Association. In 1880CAwon the vote for women
in“school elections, secured passage of laws providing

for women doctors in mental institutions and of matrons

- 1 . C
~
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in police stations. In 1900horganized the National

Legislative League with Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

Harriet Burton Laidlaw

Suffragiste. Active in the New York Women's Suffragist
Party. Her husband, James, was active in the National
Men's League for Woman Suffrage. Togethexr they tra-
velled around the United States speaking &n behalf of
suffrage. From 1809 - 1916 Ms. Laidlaw was Manhattan
 AON
Borough chairﬁ* Sihe wmsh-was a leadexr in the campaign
4n<*h“‘u“ amendment.
thatypassed a state suffrage HAMXXXXX After the 19th

Amendment passed, she devoted her energies toward

working for peace.

Josephine Baker (1873 - 1945)

Physician, public health administrator and pioneer

for child health. Dr. Baker dedicated her life to




developed the Division of
the First publie

agency devoted: to £hildren's health. This agency
spearheaded many programs which were designed to lower
the high infant mortality in the ghettos of New York
Caitys In 1911 she organized the Babies Welfare Associ-
ation which later became the Children's Welfareggﬁﬂéﬁﬁlq
of New York. She coined the phrase, "Its six times

safér to be a soldier in the trenches of France, than

to be a baby born in the United States.”

Louise Booth (1831 - 1889)

Transliator and aunthor, first editor of Harper's Bazaar.

ﬁ;ﬁﬁk\ began her literary career by writing the first compre-
hensive history ever written of the City of New York.
In 1867 she& was chosen as editor of Harper's Bazaar-—- ‘
/

then a A6-page weekly designed for women--at a salary /

7 7 f g
of SA4,000 per -vear. She remained editofﬂ soy 27 years\“Cigphtwm{?

: : —tQ w{ lia. WALLSCE Binte. {c\ [ WO S o e W
/O3 S A e R e e o O atihiotes i R b » g -
ua§%4 . hJA AL - ; 5 «'G-ﬁa' o S : - iy
A i Lececfianma  \Oervmeass  fRANIAE RIS wddam by W
. 2 % 3
)

i

Katharine Bement Davis (1860 - 1935)

Penologist and social worker. She began an outstanding
career of public service by estgblishing a settlement
house for the poor in Philadelphia. In 1901 she was
appointed Superintendent of Bedford Hills Reformatory

and for 13 years she instituted many innovative programsiﬂ&h&-a

In 1914 she was appointed Commissioner of Corrections--




rirst woman to serve at a cabinet=level position
New XYoxrk City. 1 1g her tenure
plians ‘for the

which pened in

activities included raising over two million dollars

during World War I for relief WOk amssessmemiciasssn v mmmos

in France and England. In. k922 KsB. Davis was ecited
by the League of Women Voters as one of the twelve

most outstanding women in the United States.

|
Sojourner Truth (c.1797 - 1883) [IA

]

I

Abolitionist and reformer. Born into slavery in
upstate New Xorkj Soj, Truth eventually became one of

the most influential spokeswomen for abolition and )
women's rights in her time, travelling all over the

Bast Coast. She sang and spoke at church gathering%

in town centers and an%p]ace where people gathered.

In 1864, she was presented to President Lincoln at

the White House. Later, in 1870 she presented President
Grant with petitions she had circulated calling for the
establishment of a Negro state. Although this cause

nevey came to fruition, she is credited for the

migration of many Negroes to the Midwest.

Harriet Tubman (1820(?) - 1913)

Fugitive slave, rescuer of slaves and Civil War nurse.

Harriet Tubman was born on a plantation in Maryland




at a young age escaped to freedom in Philadelphia.

spent 10 years preceeding the Civil War trawvelling

o
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out Maryland bringing a total of wdesset 300

people to free bd During the Civil War she served as

a spy and scout securing information from Negro scouts,

behind confederate lines. After the warfshe began tHe

Harriet Tubman Home for Fadigenmt—AgeEd Negroes. /

/

/
Lazarus (1849 - 1887) /

Aunthor. Best known for her remarkably sensitive
inscription on the Statue of Liberty, "Give me your

tired, your poor She began her career as a

PO €T | S i i e e P e O D G i B ralon et ke S

Beginning in 1881, Emma Lazarus was particularly

moved by the plight of Russian Jews and therefore

began to advocate a national Jewish homeland in Palestine.
- » . . . \ N

Sensitive to the needs of Jewish immigrants tsa the

United States, she pressed for vocational training

programs which led to the founding of New York Hebrew

Technical Institute.

Wharton (1862 - 1937)

Novelist. Raised in the high society of New York

and Europe, Edith Wharton was one of the first writers
to describe this life in prose. She spent much of her
life in Europe where she wrote many novels in the
Jamensian style. She won a Pulitzer Prize for her work

The Age of Innocence.




Anthony,
devoted
women eqgqual efore he 1 W She was
and leader of the Natio v n's Suifragist
ijation, which led the effort to secure.the vote

for women,aaésj% 1868 she introduced the first woman's

suffragist admendment in Congress. She fought for its

passage for her entire life. At the time of her death
this goal had only been realized in four states, however
14 years later$%

o

Amendment was adopted.

mainly due to her efforts, the 19th

r 4

Elizabeth C8dy Stanton {i?fj’%gﬁi?

Regarded as the "Mother of Women's Suffrage". Elizabeth
Cady Stanton called and organized the first Woman's
Rights Convention held in Seneca Falls in 1848. 1 o

was at this convention that the women's movement was
launched and here women formally asked for the right

to vote.










Washington during the Eisenhower Administration was that when a head
of state came to visit the United States, -for_exemple; Marshal-BitoT
there were three guaranteed stops on the schedule. One, of course,
was to formally call upon the President and other officials in
Washington. The second was to make an address at the United Nations.
The third was to visit Mrs. Roosevelt at Val“Kyll One-might-pass thi;v
off-by-saying;—"Well; of course; they-wish-to.pay their respects to
the widow of-FDRy~the-wartime-leaders Indeed, they always did pay
their_respects-at-my-grandfather*s grevey-but, there should be no
doubt-they came to see my grafidmother.din her own right.
\ e
- i 4 25
% How impP;Pant wastleapo?>qusevelt? We—are—just—veginmming-to-sees

P —

“/For many reasons, historians and commentators hs
LS M

or even describe adequately the influence and power of ER--her position

in history.

N

M“}';
The importance of FDR is comparatively easy to see. (Reasons why.) rﬁL//*
]

ER was called "First Lady of the World". Dubteswhet-dussmmdti¥ar?” Is-this~
justrafletterinE tItTE or—ts-there stnesreal-eten T TTEENCe 10 1it? The
titlewas ot anmidie one1  She would not have had this world-wide
recognition if she ha&*not stood for something--she was a symbol for

vhat humanity might become--therefore, a symbol of hope--for people

around the world.
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(g%en T} 1istenso [speechesf by, politicad leaders ... my Xeaction is to

' : : / ] ;
be somewhat /cynicgl ... Aheir wordg go in one ear ard go out the ophey--

very og¢cagionally: is m& mind tupfied ... even less'occasiOnallysfs my
: = 5/
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heart ﬁoved.
My grandmother's influence, .onwblre=otier=hand, seemed to come
through the pores of your skin. She wanted to change attitudes, change
perceptions, move people to a change of heart. While she would sometimes
campaign for a candidate or an issue she felt strongly about, she was :

basically concerned to move your soul. ©She wanted to influence the

total you——n9%-ﬁ&uﬁhﬁnnagﬂnﬂhrﬂonweiecticnwdava

|

Even Qﬁen ﬁy grandmother had an official position, such as being
a delegate at the United Nations, she had a totally different set of
relationships than did the other officials. It is difficult to describe,
but she was not just the United States representative, she was
Mrs. Roosevelt. Delegates went to hef, took her advice, were guided by
her, influenced by her,/én ways that transcended political alliances
and ideologies. Her convictions wergﬁgbyious. Her integrity made her
the conscience of the other delegates, [of=tHerinstitution itself.
She was- Mrs...Roosevelt~wielding-am 9and influence- that wa§ quite
personal; vége Vas. ifigue-andTthere  HEE " Hever beew o délegate like her”
.since'théﬁ;—frdg any-country. = Yet there is no-way that, historians=ean..
record-this. —Perhaps through.or#l history, interviewing some of the
past.delegates who are still alivé, yow may~get some flavor of 'it, but
that'scite It'gra fl-a:}‘?m, not” the sort=of published public™papers-and
addresses by which we usuélly record the activitiesvof -important ﬁeople -

in historyf




To get inside some of my grandmother's attitudes and answers,
or at least describe the puzzlegs that she representélis something I want
to do very much, and I am now working with Rhoda Lermen to write some
essays addressed %p these problems./ What. wes.her.atiditude towards
institutions~~towerds bureaucrats; towards politicians, What was the

real nature.of-her-partnership-with-FDR2. How did she feel about

P A
o

religion? (ﬂ OMMENY A2 P J#€ / B4R
It -is—important t0 See-that-EIeanor Rooseve{éiwas way.ahead of
__hep-tdmés=in her attitu@e towards institutions and“thé vaythey“deals gcting

ey

for-afd_against people. _And.the-wayeshe heRalad Power gnd influenceris
somethi;g.ﬁgﬁen t688¥ “should study.closelyy-rather.thal semply "EDINe
the. ways..of-the business€sthatsdem't give a damn For the"tonsumers
the -government “of ficialsyonky-interested~in theinext stép in théir
career. (we.have-plenty. of-those«atethe United Nations),“ or“thezcollege
facul?y and sdministration With only“& marginal interest ifi° tHeir students.

Eleanor Roosevelt effecti?ely fought for ﬁhe individual against

dehumanizing bﬁreaucracies. She was a model of constructive rebellion, of
creative confrontation. She mixed her idealism with a keen sense of what was|
possible to achieve, what was a practical, realistic approach. She—"
obﬂ;gusly»had tremendous . ¥isien,.but she. Aidn'tbedle-muel About Tt or—

theg{;&tho~any-extent. Instead-she Witnessed to what eould be~—occas;onally

pushing the old.political. !drt-ofwthewpossible’ to-an unprecedented-high.




2ntury--will-appreciate-what-Ereanor Roosevelt

gaXa=HE=as-nueiras-they*do-the-leadershin of-FDR

e . s S

E\ What does Val Kil symbolize It is indeed more subtle than the
"Big House"”, FDR's estate. ' There you have only to see the long,

straight driveway, lined with its > sweeping up to the impres-

siyve mansion, - that peri imperis M in o ountry’s

[ &
\

history--a period which was ushered loosevelt 's¥sending

the Great White FYeet around the world, wit?
came,to its height-end-final act in World War II, presided .over by
Franklin Roosevelt.

(The library architectural style and then the "Top Cottage'.)

g %
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ValKil very much symbolizes Eleanor Roosevelt's approach. Her own

place, converted from a furniture factory, indeed is a ¥i® house with

lots of rooms, but it certainly isn't grand. The vaulted ceiling in the
Stone Cottage is impressive, but certainly not awesome. The whole place
is low key, stressing the individual human being. By any standard, it is
an estate, but the word doesn't seem to fit when used in the same

breath as the Mills estate or the Rogers estate or FDR's estate.

e




Jewell:

Caltas

I thought Eleanor Roosevelf hadja marvelous sense of humor?
She wguld when she feltsverysfsecure and she did in her later
yea¥s I think develop somef friendships that ghefwould laugh
with but far more Guietly whereas FDR lovgd befing
that characterized hisfrelationship with

;F fpher secretary 4
What I am 1liustrating is that they were uflable to give each
other someselementary things. Thgy had an extraordinary
productlve‘relatlbnshlp which grew out of a profound respect
that just surmounted the awkwardness & @rritation of the
relatlonshlp. ?al -Kill represents in @ physical way the
separate life oﬁ Eleanor ROOSevelt andfa life whickH she

was allowed to:explore w1th-two other women. FDR had alot

to do with the de51gn1ng oﬁ the two houses. There was an

1

i 4:/éstrong hand 1ﬁideSlgn1 the first qf the ?two houses. He
\ ‘% \
~¥oved dutch colonfal andgf in a way this epfesented his own

A"
, -
toning down, his own movement from the grandeur.

ardhltect on thf techlnczz}51de but he very feflnltely had

[ ]
What role do you see Val-Kill playing for women today bg’iﬁf

-8 & A
£S
\

bF this s&aﬁe I thlnk it would be

o Whal Valk '
ﬁoe&&@h to make any firm decisions as,to ~what lthlll be

! .
18

.0 beyond a memorial. I think it 1s;1mportant T EWO
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Jewell: Do.yeuw~think that wst-probabiyv-why“sinee her being the first

lady»there has 106t been asfirgt lady theréafter that.hds

cdntriggged«to social change the way she has~0r takifi§ up

t hawkoadership role that she Ha's?

One of the reasons why my grandmotner played such an extra-
®°

ordinary role as she did, «ise that FDR aTlowed=i#f. ria—eothai—ve

weees you must give him credit for encouraging her to get

out and do herﬁéhing, and her thing was of course being

first lady in a manner in which nobody has duplicated or

even attempted to duplicate since. But it was never brought

out that she would have never done this unless she had been

Sdsowed~or- encouraged by FDR. Hes-record i on the 1ine, you

can-see-it,-Put nobody ever speaks or gives FDR credit for f

G allowing=this.
3 lJ i"“’.i oy G i3 } AN ‘ “ ¢
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Jewell: _ What do _vou-think of Betty Ford?
SR I think Betty—Ferd-probably stood out and-been forthright
on issues and not Jjust..the-nermal—issmwes” but the symbélic

issues« I think her comments vis-&-vis her daughter are

e —————

really guite terrificd But wha# she\ has not done, she has

not in any wyay tried to duplicate Eleanor Roosevelt's first

\ e
\

lady's role, ;f any one cap do fthat or not. I am writing,
although 1ts ta 1ng me a loﬂg tlme,'an essay on the partner-
\

Shlp between Eleanor Roosével§ & FDR. It's & study that will

be of interest to people like yQurself.




#) To physically present the place that really represented
her stepping out on her own with her husband's concurrence

and support. __2) Wheat~does Eleanoﬁ Roocsevelt have to—sdy

to us! I_think An. awEal-teotri-ied when I think

somae&hing-Iike tHat ought..to grow:to a.certain
| i § : !
If you gef a strong=pPlsh fthat is fif women § that

they really.can discusstheir-pofentiad.role and/ gain gomething
being in;the place of Eleanor Rdosevelt, then I _ghink there

is something to be~eefd@ TOr 1t.f If you are oply comp@tging

:
§

one conference center with another conferenceé center xhere

are probably other conference centers that ¢an just as well

T A e AT P

be J s 1 hope that N, S. angl the women of N.Y.S.

that hold official positions W1ll take the lead focu51ng on
" x“»fﬂ'”‘(ﬂ’

your problems but=t5Ke the legdd to really kind of work out
what are some of the practlcal things that need to be done

vis= aﬂv1s the role of womety tpday and that they

s o

needs to be developed as, onmmmgygsfaway from the radical

e

leaderghlp that has characterlzed the last 5 years.: I hope,

may I ﬁell you personarryy that you @nclude some men because

o
e,

the real problem is the role qf men,'the rgle of male is the

r—

e———— w&» M*'“”“”?'“
real problem notwthe “Yole of ﬁbmaleé Most women I know are
,ﬂ"
really qu&te secure in their role but they know who they are.

”'"?\w P e 1:
Whereas men! partlcularly men rn l.stltutlonal life do not

Se. o —

know whol. Vol Blir6dS., the § T l crisis and ig ‘that
i 3
reactiOn thate: — buyy basic elementarﬁ problems,

I hope the Stare-will take the leady-women in official




It is not just/the %umber of people you might run through

SIS R T s (i e in historically with E;eanor Roosevelt.
Tying it as/a dem@nstration of the-expre%sion of value and
tying it in there] would be anotMer basicguse, but I am not
advocating. I think that thefuse of thefplace will fall into
line and possiblyl to be plaﬁned within K
I think/ we need to set-up a memorial, to set-up a hous%. I
think the tourist trade,fparticularly iff its tied in wﬁth the
park service operation o¢f the federal gg@vernment's pari

service operation if there is someway it can/be tied in with
that|if not officiially maybe between N.Y.S./and the park
service someway joint tigckefts sold.I think it
can be financially cérried through the fopirist trade; then

I think the other itHing should be use pf the space, not as

a conference center;but as a place wheré‘you can hold meetings.

F

Jewell: Wlll you play an active part with the committee in.helptery
ﬂ’i,de & : -

Ihopewshefamily D1ﬁys~awmud€st»roleqbecaﬁggmfrﬁou}dw%{f%

oSt this be Lhe- ORIy FresHor REOSETETT

and.withH“all due"respect tow-all of my mothers friéndg;and“my

A A

: -Nthkﬁ«may weti onaverar image of my grand-

.’

mo t hepse==THe FaR club T tHESTEEE" I?“yéarg' younger people.

& SR S MERRREY 7
I thiﬂk e Sheﬁld not be.. &omrﬁabedmnyy. D

N .
T

nﬁ 0

5, Low NP Y

sQuafrit comes badk" I hope lb*§'heav1ly influenced by the

local people in Hyde Park,; .the-Stabesirvods e 1 oL a




ValKil, Eleanor Roosevelt's home, says a good deal about her.

Political leaders looking for a style or an image today would do
3 v,

vell to visit ValKil)} For.iRedS-aufiéder that 18 Very appropriate
_ : ~Jery appropriate;

]
for7;bé country as we enter our third century, now the most powerful

nation in-the world.‘
8 4 SN

Those ef~you,ybo have taken on the job of making Val Kil’ live
A o iR ;

- : g s Y 1
again,as Eleanor Roosevelt's home  have quite a job ahead, an extraordinary,

/

task. It isn't just an important restoration. Tt is not Jjust giving
tH
deserved recognition to a figure of the past. You\Q;e providing a
> L/

place where we can learn about Eleanor Roosevelt, her vision, her
values, and the leadership style that emerged from them. That mav

be a very important +Hlng to do for America and for the world in
R B e A e B s e e

the crisis-packed years shead.
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1 June 1976

Curtis Roosevelt}is a senior official in the United Nations

Secretariat. Before joining the United Nations Staff twelve

years ago, he was Fxecutive Director of the United States Committee
for the United Nations. Prior to this United Nations orientation,
he was Vice President of the New School for Social Research, a

Business Officer at Columbia University, and Regional Director

N
. e I

of the National Citizens Gemmitses for the Public Schools.

Re?%ricted‘by his oath of office at the United Nations from
§ 4 L]
partlcigating‘infany §ut$ide activities except his peligion,

£ !

Y f ; ?
Mr./Roosevelt ig a Trustee ﬂé the -Cathedral of Sty John the Divine
¢ 4 { g ! g

iangﬁi?iyﬁ Cit} (és was FDﬁ and James R. Roosevelt before Bim),
¥ N : H i 1 :

[ /]

aﬁd;is also Chai{#gn of%thefExecutive Committeé/of the{Presiding

: ;ﬁ/ = « i
=Biéhops Fund for World I‘elieﬁf. , },
i ;
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YORK TIMES/ SUNDAY, JULY 18, 1976

Group Is Seeking to Buy
Mrs. Roosevelt's Home

By HAROLD FABER G Th@
Speclal to The New York Times ; BUy direct 26 N
HYDE PARK—“The peace Val-Kill that she returned.” = fromthe l &bs )
clory
/ [ 4

/
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of it is divine,” Eleanor Roose-
velt wrote to her husband on

April 12, 1926, from Val-Kill,

her hideaway here from her
imperious mother-in-law, Sara
Delano Roosevelt, and what
she considered the oppressive
atmosphere at the Roosevelt
mansion overlooking the Hud-
son River. .

Today, 50 years later, a
group of admirers of Mrs.
Roosevelt is trying to raise
funds to buy Val-Kill as a
memorial to her as an historic
figure in her own right and
not merely as an activist
First Lady and the wife of
Franklin | D. Roosevelt, the
32d President.

The Val-Kill property, con-
sisting of 173 acres and
several buildings here in
western Dutchess County, is
owned by two doctors from
Long Island and is occupied
by seven families who rent
the buildings and apartments
in them.

Three miles from . the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library
and the Roosevelt National
Historic Site, Val-Kill is on
a‘ heavily rutted dirt road,
with no signs indicating its
presence, An occasional vis-
itor wanders in to see the
cottage where Mrs. Roosevelt
lived and the building where
she and her associates once
operated a furniture factory.

A Personal Side

“We feel that the museum
at the library is important,
portraying the events of her
life, but that Val-Kill speaks
in a different way, speaking
of her as a person,” said
Joyce Ghee, co-chairman of
the local committee, which
is a subdivisio nof the Hyde
Park Visual Environment
Committee.

Mrs. Ghee referred to the
Roosevelt Library’s Eleanor,
Roosevelt Wing, which was
opened in 1972, 10 years
after her death. At its en-
trance 1is a frame shaped
from a crystal bearing the
well-known words of Adlai
E. Stevenson: “She would
rather . light a candle than
curse the darkness, and her
light has warmed the world.”

The other co-chairman of
the committee, Nancy Dubner
of Rochester, who knew Mrs.
Roosevelt in the mid-1950’s
at the United Nations, added,
“We see Eleanor Roosevelt as
a role model for today’s
emerging woman.” Miss
Dubner is now on the staff

«of Lieut Gov, Mary Anne

Krupsak.

Still in its formative stage,
the committee has already
htld one mass meeting in
H\de Park and has produced
a /13-minute film, “The Soul
of Iron,” written by Rhoda
Lierman with Jean Stapleton
reading Mrs, Roosevelt’s own
comments about her life at
Val-Kill.

“Val-Kill is where I used
to find myself and grow,”
she once said. “At Val-Kill I
emerged as an individual.”

In its preliminary work
the committee has had the
cooperation of the National
Park Service, which operates
the Roosevelt Historic Site,
and the State Office of Parks
and Recreation. Orin Leh-
man, the Commissioner of
Parks, at one time was presi-
dent of the Eleanor Roosevelt
Foundation.

“If 'a memorial to Mrs.
Roosevelt in the form of an
historic site is desired, it
seems without question that
Val-Kill is an appropriate
place for it to be,” a pre-
liminary survey for the Office
of Parks said. “This is the
one place that she considered
as her own house—the Big
House was always her moth-
er-in-law’s home and she a
guest ‘there. ' In’ later years
when she traveled, it was to

Late TV Listings

The following information
about today’s television pro-
grams was not available in
time to appear in Section 2:

9:30 AM. (Charnel 4)
“Here and Now’”: James J.
Sheeran, New Jersey Insur-
ance Commissioner.

10 A.M. (4) “Sunday’’: Wil-
liam J. Abelow, executive
vice president of the League
of Voluntary Hospitals and
Holmes, and Moe Foner, ex-
ecutive secretary of District
1199 of the National Union of
Hospital and Health Care
Employees. i

10:30 A.M. (2) “Religious
Special”: A  Question of
Ethics; The American Way.

Noon (2) “Newsmakers’:
william J. Abelow, executive
vice president of the League
of Voluntary Hospitals and
Homes.

Noon (7) “Issues and An-
swers”: - Helmut Schmidt,
West German Chancellor.

12:30 P.M. (2) “Public Hear-
ing”: Jack Bigel, labor con-
sultant,

12:30 P.M. (4) “Meet the
Press”: Representative < An-
drew Young, Democrat of
Georgia.

5:30 P.M. (4) “Positively
Black”: Interview with black
delegates to the Demockatic
National Convention.

8:30 P.M. (11) “Borough
Report”: Trude W. Laab, di-
rector of the Foundation for
Child Development.

11 P.M. (5) “Gabe”’;: John F.
Keenan, special state prose-
cutor.l :

For sports events on TV,
see Sports Today, Section 3.

state agencies, while endors-
ing the idea of a_locall
owned and operated historic ,
site, have made it ctear-tiat B LR
1o funds are available from SRk
them for .the Val-Kill project. k1 B
The committee’s immediate 7
goal is to raise $30,000 'as 2 l All solid

But both the Federal and B\ manufacturer lﬂ

brass...
allsizes

seed money for raising sev-
-eral million dollars in a na-
tional campaign to buy, re-
store and operate the Val-Kill
complex, according to Mrs.
Ghee. She estimated that the :
purchase price might  be ] Mon.thru Sat.

around $1 million. : :
However, the presént own- NYC.YV 53 west 36 street, 10'til6, 594-8777
ers, Dr. William Squires of o

Farmingdale and Dr. Cyrus
Dolce of Commack, said that
they were “rather upset” that
no one had informed them in
advance of the committee’s

formation, that their coopera- y B BB =
tion had not been requested ¥

and that there were no bt i
negotiations under way. )

Dr. Squires, in-a telephone *
interview, said that the only Buy Dlrect
appdroach to them had been ¢ b
made by an attorney who did h g
not describe his clients or |{: om t 8 Ilnp()rter.?
their intent.

“The way it was done was $ l $
unfortunate,” he said. May- ® to ° per S({. Ft.

be it was haste, but the mat-
ter could have been handled NN 4 v{ A
more graciously.” QAR 2\ i3 ’%
Describing himself as an ' ' :
admirer of Mrs. Roosevelt,
Dr. Squires added: “I think
the intent is great. The idea
is a fine one. I just wish we
had been able to provide
more input. I think Val-Kill
is an ideal location for a
memorial to Mrs. Roosevelt.
$250,000 Purchase Price

The two doctors bought the
property in 1970 for a price
reported - to' be about $250,-
000 from ‘John ~Roosevelt,
who had inherited it on his
mother’s death. A few years
ago, according to Dr. Squires,
they asked for a zoning
change to create a con-
dominium for adults, but

were turned down. FIRST QUALITY, 8" BEAUTIFUL
ITALIAN MARBLEIZED BONE

Today’s visitor to Val-Kill
crosses a rattling wooden SPECIAL GLAZED HEXAGON = QUARRY
TILES. 2,000 $Q. FT. IN STOCK. $Q. IT,

bridge across the Fall Kill
to a rather unkempt group of PURCHASE o
buildings, with dogs barking 1300 FT, OF FINEST 6" FRENCH $ 45
and children racing around TERRA COTTA OCTAGON TILES $0. 5T,
the grounds. PS ®
Mrs. Roosevelt’s rose gar- ) SRTON e TT?
40 1k Wik« Vegstable pAtch, PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION AVAILABLE
the Fall Kill is plugged with- L ®
reeds, the swimming hole is
unusable because of the AMPLEB
danger of snapping turtles, SANPLEBOARDS SINGLE JAPAOD'D LOTS'
a;:d tge piint ;s peeling from (4 TILES) TILES gg%r%@b”w
the bench that was Mrs. GOOD FOR TA v
Roosevelt’s favorite spot for BEE GOOD FOR 90¢
outdoor reading. TOPS HOT PLATES 10
“When the kids get too ; '
loud in the house, I come out $1 50 45¢ $1 A5 Sq. Ft.
here with a book,” said Ute
Clark, wife of the caretaker,
who lives with her family in . -
Mrs. Roosevelt’s old apart- M S / [
ment in one wing of what o‘s‘alc u ZES ”Cp
was thle furniture factory. 5978 FEATRUSE AVE. - e
In 1927, Mrs. Roosevelt - LATBUSH AVE, ues-ThuriFri 09 P
and her associates, Marion BKU\C:_’;'I;’)\‘;\\,’A}}J.‘/I‘I;’M SEND $10 FOR COLOR
Dickerman and Nancy Cook, e % CATALOGEEBROCHURE ON
created Val-Kill Industries to | o i kb A
manufacture reproductions of \
garly American furniture, | /g1 Ny Lt hSE
providing traiming and work | =
for local craftsmen. Their

first exhibit included a trestle " . e
table for $40 and a large PU BLIC AUCTI
maple chest for $175. %
Ten years later, the busi- BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ness relationship of the three 125 BED HILLSIDE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL, SUGUS, CALIF,
women ended, and Mrs. LICENSE AVAILABLE
Roosevelt. bought out her WEDNESDAY, JULY 21ST AT 2:00 P.M. (SALE AT THE SITE)
partners. The building was 4 bldgs. consisting of 40,185 sg, ft. on 6.80 acres located in a quiet
converted to a residence and country atmosphere surrounded by rolling hills. Partially equipped.
it was there that she enter- Fully air conditioned & heated, automatic sprinklers throughout. Many
tained distinguished visitors other amenities too numerous to mention. Excellent for alcoholism
after the death of her treatment center & hospital, convalescent hospital, nursing home, rest
husband. hor(r;e E; sanat:riu.ml. Exielie'nt I:gation fgr p;ychiatric&hospital, motel,
A few hundred feet away, medical or dental school, ¢ lropraqtlc ospital 'care cen}er.
the. stone cottage Inat: was g;N:p':)gzt\J&éX:'LABLE' For more details call for brochure. Inspection

the first building put up at ; A .
val-Kill has been restored to Largest Exclusive Auctioneers in America

immaculate_condition by the
gwng:rs Z:d itr; ]plrer;en{ oc- MARSH DOZAR Real Estate Auctioneer

cupants, Mr. and Mrs. Stephan 8816 Burion Way, Beverly Hills 50211 (213) 2729536
van den Berg, The pool out- 760 Market St, 315:5an Francisco 94102 (415) 761.8390

side, where Franklin D.
Roosevelt swam before he p N.Y.443 W, 50th St,, N.Y, 10019 {212) 947-9130

« became Governor and Presi-
dent, is now used by the van MEMBER, CALIF. AND NATIONAL AUCTIONEERS ASSN.

den Bergs.

OPEN SUNDAY, 12 To 5 gigvrgﬁggr&m STORES ONLY

ISR SAL

; aia
§

NEW YORK 114 EAST 32ND STREET. TEL. 684-4434
EASTCHESTER 360 WHITE PLANS RD. TEL. 337-7 L D R
MANHASSET 1480 NRTHRN BLD. (NEXT TO W.J. SLOANE) TEL. 365-8617

FURNITURE CENTER  ALL STORES OPEN DAILY AND SAT. 10.T0 6, THURS. TILL 9, N.Y. STORE TLL 8
S AR PR RS S
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FRESH AIR GROUP
OFF T0 OLYMPIGS

More Supporters Sought for
_ ABC-Backed Program

‘Billy: Carr Is going to the
Olympic Games in Montreal.
The 14-year-old plays basket-
ball and wants to watch the
stars in action. It is his first

|
in Brooklyn’s Ocean Hill-!drig’uez while waiting to board|panies is
his|the bus. His eyes were wide|for the tri

Brownsville section with
sister, Lori, 16, who loves: base-
ball; Tami, 15, who plays very
little of anything; Cathy, 12,
and Pat, 11. “My youngest
brothers had to stay at home,”
Billy said.

The five Carrs and 200 tther
youngsters from New York City
were selected by the Fresh Air
Fund to spend six days at Camp
Edphy, a summer camp outside
Montreal. They will attend
daily Olympic events, go sight-
seeing, swim, play tennis and
eat.

"Pm. going to see the Olym-

trip away from home.
. Billy boarded a bus yesterday

pics in person,” said David Ro-

paying all expensesiber of needy chi
p for the first 200{the Olympics nov
with excitement “I'm gettinlchildren. ABC is also paying for|the participation ¢
away from New York {the advertising being done to| porations and indiv
Most of the children who are|find more sponsors to allow| The trip cost $20
nvolved in the Fresh Air-Fund|(ten) more busloads—500 chil-|  Medal Winners
program would not otherwise/dren — to see the Olympic| :
be able to leave the city this|Games and experience camping | .Former ‘Olymplc ;
summer. lin a foreign country. |winners will expla
»Because of the cutbacks in| Speaking of the drive for ad-|pic events and he. ¢
the city’s social services, more ditional sponsors, Lisa Pulling|supervise the child
needy children have turned to|—executive dirctor of the Fresh|real. “We’ll be w
the Fresh Air Fund than ever|Air Fund, an independent tax-|ketball, volleyball,
before,” said Beth Ann Reit |exempt organization that pro-|swimming and b
man, centennial projects coor-|vides free vacations for New|Reitman told a gr ’
dinator, who went along with|York City boys and girls aged|at the Van Dyke
the first two busloads yester-|11 through 17—said: [Center in  Brool
day. ] “We have the children, the{depar‘ture.
American Broadcasting Com-' tickets and the space. The num- The girls giggle.

122

"lSorrv no mail orphone orders. Gimbels Brocd\»‘ay at 33rd Street Gimbels East at 86th Street v,‘esfchester, Po

All stores open late Monday nights ((8ay Shore ¢

e {
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Harriet Tubman

Harriet Tubman settled in Auburn, New York where she
a home for the sick and aged--the Harriet Tubman
Today it is a shrine soperated

by the African Methodist Church.

Geértrude Elise Ayer

Educator. The first Q-gro woman to serve as a principal

ofsschools in New York City. She began her career in

19055 teaching at P.S. 11 in Manhattan.

appointed Assistant Principal in a Harlem school and spent

the rest of her professional career serving the community.
was a pioneer in introducing vocational guidance into

schools.

Julia Ward Howe

Both Mrs. Howe and her husband were prominent abolitionists.

He was editor - of Commonwealth, a major abolitionist

periodical. She was also president of the American
branch of the Women's International Peace Association.
She lectured extensively and wrote several works of

Soclial criticism:
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l173-acre area

home to

nearly 40

would
f her own
amateur architect
worke ith a professional and
assisted in the design of
structure which was the
stone cottage; and oversaw its
constructions gré—getwerty
o o S - R S B W SR - W Bl = e - T
BTN B A @ B IP Re Ber A BCO h Sm
It was home for Eleanor from
then, January 1, 1926
they moved in, until

in 1962;







The fofmey first lady famoug”as thé wife and widow
of the 32Znd Pkfesident of thesUnited Sfates and an

e

internaAtiongl figure in h€r own right. The woman who

ted humanitarian author and columnist delegate
to fthe United Natiosms and active force in the Démocratic
Pdrty was neustgdsshsipespdeseovessiihie wowbd,” President
Kennedy/ calledfher "one of the gxeat ladi#es in the histbry.
of thisNcouWNrry.. "

Mrs. F.D.R. was more involved jim" the minds and hearts
and aspirations of people than ahy other first lady in
history. By the end of her fife shé was one of the moét
esteemed woman in the world.i%During her 12 years i#i the
White House she was sometimes laughed at and sometimes
bitterly resented. But during her last years £he becamé
the object of almogt universal respect.

When she enfered the Halls of the United Nations
representatived from all ¢ountries rose #£o honor hér.

She had become not only the wife and widow of a towering
President bat a noble pérsonality in herself.%2/Ih the

White Houge, no first JYady could tguch Mrs. Roogevelt

i
for causges espogﬁﬁk%ywopinions ex¥pressed, distances

spanned, people spoken to, wordg printed, precedents

shattered, honors conferred, degrees garnered.




role woman were to play

"World's most admire Harry: ; n named
Eleanor Roosevelt in 945 a delegate t the General
Assembly when . 1ze int being

hairman of tt commission on human rights
Nations Education Science and Cultural organizati
Joined tt Marion Dickerson and Nancy Cook, Board of
League of Women Voters, took part in
L}

the work of the Women's Trade Union League became Director

Foreign Policy ofes i i the City Hotising Coxportion.

She became a syndicated columnist edited a magazine,

+

judged contests, Oct. 1 884 Theodore Roosevelt,

President was her uncle.




happy to pfay /a modests/role but largely becaus€ of my
professional backgrdund in/the P.N., staff development

corporation.

picks up again ;
By the 21st cenfury historians may well /be deciding jthat
my grandmotheys influence was equal to/my grandfathers
inf ljuénce but:the park service would gtill cofisidey that
it fs right @f the attendaht of the Presidept rathbr than
soffebody on her own./ I just don'f see it at thg moment
so/ that I think we are stuck with the old/ thing
fthere gre fundsi for the
that is whyfi I thinkfthat even though Aﬁf~State togput
forward that I thinK that the Statd oug@é to receilve the funds

aid it should be abmehow connected wibﬁ the Statd and with

a public body settup.-to, run it.

on the street/- |
My grandmother<had to g great extent developed as a person

in her own right. She%made more/money than FDR'did when he

| ; o
was Governor due throuqs her rAdio proggam and writing and

so- forthi "But prior to\@is being Goverpor she had been in

the Democratic Party in N.Y.S. chairman{ off the Womgn's




positions t@ ftake the lead to use Val-Kill so that the
!
|

spiritual pr%sence of my grandmother can be there. / You

hold that so?t of conference in the Biltmore Hotel, but I
J
think /you h#ve a different feeling. Secondly, 1 see nothing

wrong if the right people cqafe toggther and sg forth in
moving to spt-up a demonsgfration ctaft operatfion to less of
4 }

i Y 4

an art center but more,bf a centerf | for the HQasic conception

L

of everyone ought toAﬁake a -part oﬁ their educatlon the

aldility tof use thelf hands. This| was why there was a factory
there. That is the second house that was orlglnally the
5 |
factory. My granémothers concern was to Zery 51mple humans
i i

i i i
to give young pe%ple work in between the Beasonal work that

! 5
they have for there are alot of people tqday who still have

r

Seasonal work. eWhat she was dOlng in the 20's which then

f

W1th the depresSlon and then moving outfof the depression
] i

seemed to jbe passe People w1kh the 19th century

l
I

abproach is actually going to CQme back. Because the)short
; r

w@rk week,l whdt are you going tq do, 51‘ in front of tha&
{ i i

x | <o :
tglevisioni {f hope to God not.i I hope|people who work in
fattories ér ﬂlamond districts can then}go home and do

‘=. ~
pottery, weaving or what have you. Be#ause if they only work

f

30 hours oé 25 hours they ought to befd01ng something
/

productive giher then the boob tubev;




Division and that was an honorary thing. She travell

stump the State 1C heavily responsible for Democratic
Party organization particularly upstate where the Democrats
are ‘traditionally weak. And the women were far better
orgarnized in many counties then the men in the last half
of the 20's, due to a‘group of women’ of which my

#

grandmother was' chairman. She wa§ very active. She had

arrived é so when she went to Washington she was no

5




The partnership of my grandmother & grandfather was
developed out of the agony of that relationship. Whereas
today most people would say, who needs it, split. You
just didn't in those days. But instead of estranging
themselves into two armored camps, there was a basic
respect for each other. Even though there was a high
level of irritation on both sides, there was a basic
respect for the other person. And they both moved to
enable the other person to grow and live in spite of the
fact that each for the other did not provide much in the
way of emotional satisfaction but the unique thing is
that they developed a partnership and I will bring this
out in my essay. I think without even discussing it,

but it was like two people who have to live together but
who just don't accommodate each other but who continue to
be creative in that relationship and it is less than

coming together, it's more an enabling of the other person

of sort of recognizing that in terms of personal satis-

factions, I doubt that they gave each other too much personal
2

satisfaction. My grandmother for example lacked sensitivity.

FDR loved to play - especially in human interaction and all

kind of kidding.




CURTIS ROOSEVELT - Interviewed by Jewell Jackson McCabe

Jewell: How do you remember Val-Kill?
CiBas From the earliest days, Hyde Park was my home. Ny=poseiiSmme
were Séparated-and iy mother~went-back-to-the-family to lives

My sister and I were raised ueadddisdss Hyde Park. Every ,

afternoon we would go over to my grandmother's cottagejto

%

swim)aﬁdﬂreaii§QCﬂMe under her influence’ ae-d+fFEFERt—ftrom
ny-great-grafamother " who predominated " the"houses «I-woudd
goover~every dFteérnoon and 1t was aIwWways"my grandmothers
placew It wads her place as opposed” t& granmyls placey-my
greab-grandmetier  THEN  Tater /ot -couts - Wheh.l.Cane . back
in. 1950«to«New  YOTK, 8vVery weekend both as™@™e¢HiIld and

then asran adult married."""seeirng my grandmethet and.bedng
with-her @t VATZKI11 both when she was Wiferofwthe«President

and . then totaddon-ReE QW smmmm

Jewell: What influence, if any, has Val-Kill had on your life)éﬁrw )
Qppcséamtaggygg“W@tﬁﬁfﬁ?ﬁéff%?“wf“%hemﬁénsi@nﬁ@nd“ngg'

gpeat_grandmother‘s?

I(tﬁiﬂ%\real;yfyou have to interpret it in terms of people.

1
(o e ML

It , appropriate that my grandfather have the kind

of place that Hyde Park is, which is a mansion, thefe-is—frem
WO MBS DOt TT a5, a5 everyone 100ks into.if.-amds

findowt"WEE g rourtry-housey—a-.clobbhered eoumrtry-Hose " witteh

nmy . great. grandfather-had-purchased . andfhen -FDR-redesigned




) |
to—give  it” the grandeur, te—presertiyNas: I think the

house represents very much the symbol of where my grand-

father came fronp” waeh-he-meved=irm and tHanged-very Puoh ;
"99) O~
hisSm-aWi--thinietrg-and=seyPe~ ot d Mdr, T d Chera spoiledfricn

man working hard but nevertheless very much an upper class
person with ideals and then this had to be translated into

what eventually came out into but stlll even
dn
in the 30's & 40's up until he died,’Hyde Park in thip blg
“:?‘7',-':-’& })\!r“w' w‘”"‘? ’
house seemed very appropriate of FDRﬁQn the other hand the

//éi;pllClty and low-key symbolism of Val-Kill was very much
my grandmother's.  Se_thak ihe-twemkhiagsoreadds if I' Fﬂk
grown up in?éﬁé/Elmlght very well have a mind set of
grandeur bul the moderating influence of Val-Kill was really E

représentative of my grandmother's moderatingmdnfluence.//

) She really prepared me for the world we actually live in

today which i@ &:very different dséiéhprior to World War IT.

My grandmot%@f!was not impressed by institutions and by
WA }
office. Sh& was_not awed and consumed by the power that 1s

e o ’ P

lu\ 1;‘

always around somebody who is in aﬁ offlpe whefhef *fzéélh
was when FDR was Assistant Secretary of the Navy or when

he was Governor, when he was a Vice Presidential candidate
even prior to that in 1920, and certainly when he was
President she was totally aware and accustomed to office but
not impressed by the grandeur of the official position or

by the institutional drapings and this really set her apart

from other people who generally are the opposite.




DRAFT (Linda

Kellas

Educator.
age of
Thirty
Emma Will g y New York. Under her
leading preparatory
Mrs. Kellas persuaded
sell a new vocational

for women. n 1916 Mrs Kellas became Presid

College of Practical Arts--which Xet@gx

ing liberal arts




